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Nippon Kayaku’s agchems ahead in Q3
BY ANDY BEER

Japanese company Nippon Kayaku recorded an undisclosed increase in agrochemical sales during the three 
months to December 31st 2015. Sales declined in Japan but exports increased during the third quarter of its 
fiscal year ending March 31st 2016. Agrochemicals are included in Nippon Kayaku’s “other” business segment, 
which posted a 2.3% rise in revenues to ¥5,613 million ($46.3 million at the current rate). Agrochemical sales 
amounted to ¥6,700 million ($55.2 million) in fiscal 2015, representing almost 75% of the “other” business 
segment revenues.

Isagro rates new market price  
undervaluing company

BY ROBERT BIRKETT

Italian agrochemical company Isagro (Milan) says that drops in its shares have resulted in the market valuing 
the company at less than half of its real value. The recent performance of ordinary and growth shares on 
low volume trades has priced the company at under half its book value of its equity, and largely lower in the 
estimate of Isagro of its assets, it says. The company says that there is no rationale for the spread between 
the ordinary and growth share prices. Isagro also highlights that there is no profit warning to issue ahead of its 
March 14th reporting of its 2015 results.

Pinoxaden approaches full EU approval
BY JACKIE BIRD

Syngenta’s herbicide, pinoxaden, has passed one of the final stages for EU approval, following a favourable vote 
by the EU Standing Committee on Plants, Animals, Food and Feed. The authorisation requires publication in the 
EU Official Journal, and will come into force on July 1st 2016. Syngenta first applied for EU approval in 2004. 
The herbicide’s three-year national provisional approvals have been extended three times because of extra 
time needed to assess additional data.

EU member states will have to check that existing provisional product approvals comply with the conditions 
of the new EU authorisation. The Commission recognises that they may face extra work because the original 
application was submitted under the old EU agrochemical registration Directive (91/414). As a result, it will 
allow member states to extend existing provisional approvals up to December 31st 2017. Pinoxaden is sold as 
Axial on cereals in Europe. It holds provisional approvals in 24 member states.

Danish approval for Dow’s Arylex-
based herbicide

BY SANJIV RANA

Dow AgroSciences has received approval in Denmark for its herbicide, Pixxaro EC (halauxifen-methyl - trade-
marked as Arylex + fluroxypyr). It is for spring use in cereals against broadleaved weeds. This is the first 
commercial registration of an Arylex-based herbicide in Europe. Further approvals of products containing the 
active ingredient are anticipated across the entire EU, Middle East and Africa region in the coming months, Dow 
says. The company expects to launch it in the UK this spring. Arylex received EU approval in July 2015.

“Arylex is the first member of the arylpicolinates, a new structural class within HRAC’s [Herbicide Resistance 
Action Committee’s] Group O category,” says global project leader for Arylex François Lucas. Arylex is effective 
at low rates in all weather conditions including cold weather and brings a new standard of efficacy against 
many broadleaved weeds, including poppies (Papaver rhoeas), cranesbill (Geranium spp), chickweed (Stellaria 
media), fat hen (Chenopodium album), cleavers (Galium aparine), common hempnettle (Galeopsis tetrahit) and 
others, he adds.

Halauxifen-methyl received its first approval in China in 2014. Apart from China, it is being sold in Argentina, 
Australia and Canada. Dow anticipates peak annual sales for the ai at over $400 million.
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