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Excessive agchem residue incidences 
fall in Brazil

BY ROBERT BIRKETT

There was a fall in the incidences of non-conformity of pesticide residues in fruit and vegetables in Brazilian 
supermarkets in the first half of 2016, according to a national supermarket association survey. The number 
of foodstuff samples not conforming dropped from around one in three (34%) to about one in four (27%), 
the Abras association’s tracing and monitoring programme, the Rama, found. Non-conformity includes the 
presence of unauthorised pesticides for use on a particular crop, residues above permitted levels on approved 
crops, and a combination of both.

Some 3% of samples presented residues above maximum residue limits (MRLs). This reveals that the correct 
active ingredient is applied on the crop, but not the concentration of ai, Aras director Giampaolo Buso says. 
Some 21% of samples showed residues of unapproved pesticides for use on the crop. Mr Buso notes that 
several of the detected pesticides would likely benefit from use extensions to the same crops under new minor 
crop pesticide rules.

The volume of screening of fruit and vegetables rose by 23% in the first half of this year compared with 2015. 
The programme has reportedly tracked an average of 80,000 tonnes of fruit and vegetables since its inaugural 
year of 2011.

Those cases showing both types of irregularity are submitted to the Rama’s correction plan, with the support of 
regulatory bodies, the national health surveillance agency, the Anvisa, and the Ministry of Agriculture.

Origin Agritech sets up in US
BY ANDY BEER

The Chinese agricultural biotechnology company, Origin Agritech (Beijing), has established a North American 
operation in Des Moines, Iowa, US. The company’s chief executive officer, Bill Niebur, and chief financial officer 
Shashank Aurora will be based at the site. Key biotechnology and seed breeding operations will be based in 
China, including its research and development centre, the Xinjiang Originbo seed company and its off-season 
winter nursery in Hainan. Chief technology officer Jihong Liang will oversee Chinese operations from Beijing. 
“The decision to establish our key operations base in Iowa was made with careful consideration by the both 
the Origin board of directors and the leadership team,” says Origin’s executive chairman of the board, Dr 
Gengchen Han. “The company’s desire to create a multinational corporation positions Origin for long-term 
success and enables our team to contribute to stronger US-China relations in agriculture.” Origin recently sold 
its China-based commercial maize seed production and distribution business to Chinese company Beijing Shihui 
Agricultural Development.

Isagro USA takes back Kentan DF  
from Gowan

BY ANDY BEER

Italian agrochemical company Isagro’s US business, Isagro USA (Morrisville, North Carolina), is to resume 
marketing the fungicide/bactericide, Kentan DF (copper hydroxide), in the US. It was one of several products 
for which exclusive distribution rights had been transferred to US agrochemical company Gowan from January 
1st 2014. Gowan will continue to market the copper hydroxide-based fungicides/bactericides, Badge SC and 
Badge X2, and other products covered by the agreement. Kentan DF fits into Isagro USA’s short- and long-term 
marketing strategy for the US and Canada, the company points out. “The addition of Kentan DF back into the 
Isagro USA portfolio will contribute significantly to Isagro’s product offering in North America,” says Isagro USA 
president Mike Allan.
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