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Fiscal 2015 approvals
The OPP approved seven new ais for US use and granted import tolerances for one new ai in fiscal 2015. That
compares with five new ai approvals and import tolerances for two new ais in fiscal 2014. The registrations in
fiscal 2015 covered 110 food uses and two non-food uses, while those in fiscal 2014 covered 45 food uses and
eight non-food uses.

The new ais approved for US use in fiscal 2015 were: Bayer CropScience’s fungicide, flupyradifurone; DuPont/
Syngenta’s fungicide, oxathiapiprolin (trade-marked by DuPont as Zorvec); ISK’s fungicide, isofetamid;
Syngenta’s herbicide, bicyclopyrone, and fungicide, benzovindiflupyr (trade-marked as Solatenol); Sumitomo
Chemical’s insecticide, momfluorothrin; and the USDA’s acaricide, oxalic acid. The OPP granted import
tolerances for Italian agrochemical company Isagro’s fungicide, benalaxyl-M, for grapes and tomatoes.

The OPP granted 121 new uses for 43 previously registered ais in fiscal 2015, including 108 food uses and 13
non-food uses. That compares with 182 new uses in fiscal 2014, including 169 food uses and 13 non-food uses.

US enviros to challenge
Solatenol registration

BY J R PEGG

A US environmentalist group intends to sue the EPA for approving Syngenta’s new fungicide, benzovindiflupyr
(trade-marked as Solatenol), alleging that the Agency’s decision violated the Endangered Species Act (ESA).

The Center for Biological Diversity (CBD) contends that the EPA concluded that the active ingredient could harm
protected species, but granted registration without consulting federal wildlife agencies as required by the ESA. The
environmentalist group, which filed its 60-day notice of intent to sue the EPA on October 26th, also alleges that the
Agency had approved use of the fungicide without adequately assessing its impact on bees and other pollinators.

The EPA issued a conditional registration for eight products containing benzovindiflupyr in September, approving
use on an array of crops, including vegetables, maize, fruits, turf and ornamentals. The conditional registration
calls on Syngenta to submit three toxicity studies on honey bee larvae and several aquatic fate and run-off
studies over the next three years.

But the CBD argues that the Agency has run afoul of the ESA and intends to ask a federal court to order the EPA
to consult with federal wildlife agencies and impose interim protections until the consultation is complete.

The group says that the EPA’s own data show that the fungicide is highly persistent in the environment and will
accumulate in waterways due to run-off from treated fields. The Agency’s risk assessment also concluded that
benzovindiflupyr would have “acute and chronic impacts” on aquatic and terrestrial species, the CBD contends.

The failure to consult is “particularly egregious because in addition [to] benzovindiflupyr itself being toxic to
several taxonomic groups, the other three active ingredients in these end-use products – difenoconazole,
propiconazole and azoxystrobin – are also toxic pesticides that are almost certainly harming hundreds of listed
species”, according to the CBD. “Given that these fungicides are to be used on an extensive variety of crops in
virtually every state, these active ingredients and these pesticide products will almost certainly cause irreparable
harm to most listed species in the United States.”

Monsanto to close US R&D sites
BY ANDY BEER

Monsanto plans to close three US research facilities and relocate some of the operations to its Chesterfield
Village Research Center in St Louis, Missouri. The affected facilities are in: Mystic, Connecticut; Research
Triangle Park, North Carolina; and Middleton, Wisconsin. The Middleton site is due to close during the first half
of 2016 and the other two in the second half of the year. The facilities employ some 155 staff and up to 65 are
expected to be relocated to St Louis. There are approximately 900 staff at the Chesterfield site.

The moves are designed to enable “stronger collaboration, create efficiencies in our operations and
communications and reinforce the convergence of our broad R&D platforms”, Monsanto states. The company is
carrying out a $400 million expansion of the Chesterfield site. It covers 1.5 million sq ft (139,400 m2) and includes
some 250 laboratories, 122 plant growth chambers and 2 acres (1.4 ha) of greenhouses. The expansion will add
36 greenhouses along with additional offices, laboratory space and plant growth chambers.

Earlier this month, Monsanto indicated that it planned to shed some 2,600 staff over the next 18-24 months as
part of a global restructuring programme.
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